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Santa will be visiting Rivenhall in person on the 

22nd of December starting from the village at 

around 4 pm and finishing at around 8 pm. So 

keep your eyes peeled. 



Our Services December 2019  

1st December 2019  Advent Sunday 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s All Age Family Worship 
 

8th December 2019 2nd Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

15th  December 2019 3rd Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

22nd December2019  4th Sunday of Advent 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

24th December 2019 Christmas Eve 

3.00 pm St Francis  Family Nativity and Crib Service 

4.30 pm St Mary’s  Family Nativity Crib and Tree Service 

11.30 pm St Mary’s  Midnight Mass 
 

25th December 2019 Christmas Day 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
 

29th December   1st Sunday after Christmas 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Morning Prayer 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 
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Christmas thoughts from your Team Vicar. 

December can often be a time for promises to be made and 

hopefully kept. Children might anticipate the promise of 

presents from Santa. Friends and loved relatives may promise 

to visit one another over the festive season, and many people 

promise themselves not to over indulge almost every year! 

Though this last example might be discarded over the days 

between Christmas and New Year, when if you are lucky 

enough to be off from work, and perhaps spending some time 

with close family or friends, not only will you likely not know 

what day of the week it is, but it's more than probable that 

you won't really care either! Indeed, it may be that by the 

time you get around to January once again, that you feel that 

you've eaten a quarter of your own body weight in a 

combination of chocolate, nuts, and cheese; and so then 

comes the New Year's resolution... 

Of course, the most important, and most significant promise 

has already taken place. The presence and promise of God in 

each of our lives. People today encounter God through the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, through the sacraments of the 

church, the study of God's holy word in scripture, and by way 

of prayer. Though you may well have you own other lived 

examples too, of times when you feel that you have 

encountered God in your own life. For example, many people 

will talk about how they can feel the presence of God in the 

wilds of the natural world around us, or see something of the 

majesty of our Lord when they look up towards the night sky 

on a clear evening. There are of course other examples which 

you may think of too. 

But once again on the 25th of December, we'll celebrate the 

miracle of the Incarnation. The Emmanuel. God living among 

us; as one of us. The eternal Word. The gift of Jesus. The 

Christ (meaning God's anointed) coming into the world. This 

'once in the history of the universe' event is as relevant today 

as it has always been, and is good news for everyone who 

has ever lived, and indeed who will live in future years too. 

God's promise of a relationship with him through Jesus is 

God's promise fulfilled; and of course as we're all aware the 

Jesus we greet and whose birth we celebrate with joy at 
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Christmastime, is the same Jesus whom we walk alongside in 

our hearts on the road to Calvary during Holy Week, and then 

greet with renewed joy as we celebrate his glorious bursting 

from the tomb each year at Easter. And for those of you for 

whom this has now caused you to wonder on what date 

Easter Sunday falls next year: It's the 12th April. Of course 

this is all still a long way off, way into next year, but is 

nonetheless pertinent to what we are thinking about now as it 

is the fulfilment of the promise of a redeemer for all people, 

made by God. Did you know that we first find reference to 

this all the way back in the book of Genesis, after the story of 

the fall in Genesis 3:15. 

So in response to all of this, we might each ask ourselves 

what our response to the full expression of God's love for us 

will be. That is of course for each of us to individually decide, 

but something which I commend to you all to consider. But 

mindful of this, you may well (if you are able to), like to come 

along to one or more of the many special Christmas services, 

gatherings or events which will be taking place again this 

year during December. So as ever, don't forget to check the 

pages of your magazine for more details. Or feel free to 

contact either myself or one of the churchwardens connected 

to our churches if you'd like to know more. 

As we all know, there is also another significant event of a 

very different kind taking place in December. On the 12th – 

the UK will have another General Election in a relatively short 

space of time. Interestingly, (and perhaps not surprisingly), 

General Elections taking place during December are a rare 

thing indeed. For if my research is correct, since the year 

1802 they have only been held in December four times 

previously. These being in 1868, then in 1900, 1918, and 

most recently in 1923 – ninety six years ago! 

Every General Election (and indeed local election) is 

important, and I believe that if at all possible, it should be 

part of our Christian commitment to take an interest in the 

way in which our country is run. After all, this is something 

that potentially affects everyone who lives in the UK, and 

alongside this our country's relationship with the rest of the 
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world too. During the run-up to every election, all the political 

parties, and indeed all candidates make promises to the 

electorate which they hope will secure them the votes which 

they need to take office. And this time the stakes could not 

higher, as the government which finds itself in power, (be that 

on it's own or as part of a coalition), will not only be making 

final decisions as to how our country's foreseeable relationship 

with the EU pans out, but potentially how our public services 

are run too. So how will you choose to vote? 

When approaching what many people would consider to be an 

ethical decision, many Christians ask themselves what they 

think that Jesus might do under the circumstances. Or simply 

put: 'What Would Jesus Do?' You can even buy bracelets or 

wrist bands which have 'WWJD' written on them to remind 

yourself of just this. So as we also celebrate the birth of the 

saviour of all the world once again towards the end of the 

month, we might want to ask ourselves how we think that 

Jesus might vote if he were doing so? And then maybe allow 

this to influence how we choose to vote this December too. 

So may I wish you all a blessed, holy, peaceful, and wonderful 

Christmas; and a delightful New Year ahead whatever the 

election results may bring. 

Paul Watkin. 
The 50/50 Club November 2019 winners  

************************************** 

1st Mike Hope 2nd Susan Ramage 3rd A Brown 

From the Registers Oct November 2019 

Funerals None 

Baptisms None  

*********************************** 
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Collects and Readings December 2019 
1st December  Advent Sunday 

All Age Worship (HC St Francis 

Readings 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44  

Collect 

God of holiness, 

your glory is proclaimed in every age: 

as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 

inspire us to follow their example 

with boldness and joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

8th December 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Nine Lessons and Carols (MP St Francis Silver End) 

Readings (SF Only) 

Isaiah 1:11-10 

Romans 15:4-13 

Mathew 3:1-12  

Collect. 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 

judge and saviour 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God. 
 

15th December Third Sunday of Advent 

Matins (HC St Francis) 

Readings 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11  
Collect 

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 

and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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22nd December 4th Sunday of Advent 

Holy Communion (MP St Francis)  

Readings  

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25  

Collect 

Eternal God, 

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 

so we wait for his coming in glory; 

bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

24th December Christmas Eve 

Midnight Mass 

Readings  

Isaiah 9:2-7  

Titus 2:11-14  

Luke 2:1-14(15-20)  
 

Collect 
Eternal God, 

in the stillness of this night 

you sent your almighty Word 

to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation: 

give to the earth the peace that we long for 

and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven 

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

25th December Christmas Day 

Holy Communion 

Isaiah 52:7-10  

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)  

John 1:1-14  
Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 

accept our heartfelt praise 

as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 



6 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 5th NOVEMBER 2019 

AT RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL 

(These notes are an abridged version of the minutes) 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, A’Lee, Cairns, Elliott 

and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public. 

 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to members’ attention: 

• Outline planning application land at Glebe Farm, Rectory 

Lane. 

• A12 widening consultation. 

• Accident on Rickstones Road involving a post van. 

• Pavement parking along Rickstones Road – there are 

proposals make enforcement against pavement parking a 

local authority function but until that happens it remains that 

case that if pavements are obstructed by vehicles so that 

people are forced to walk in the road (including wheelchair 

users and parents with pushchairs), this is a matter for the 

police which can be reported by telephoning 101. 

• Unauthorised advertising on private land adjacent to the A12 

requires BDC planning enforcement action. 

• Drain markings along Rickstones Road are linked to the 

planned footway renewals. 

Matters for discussion 

Tree planting to commemorate 125 years of Parish Councils’ 

inauguration 

The Clerk has not yet received a reply from the RPFA re the 

suggestion of a community orchard on a corner area of the playing 

field. 

Ward Joint Parish Council Meetings 

A suggestion has been put forward regarding a joint approach being 

made to BDC re the use of s.106 monies to improve the Silver End 

surgery which is used by residents from all three parishes. 
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The suggestion of a joint handyman for all three parishes has 

presented some operational difficulties. 

New footpath r/o Village Hall 

BDC is looking to have this project included in the capital budget 

estimate for 2020/21. 

Tarecroft Wood & car park management 

The Clerk has contacted ECC regarding the possible entrance gate. 

The Clerk will remind ECC if nothing is heard by the end of 

November. 

ECC has indicated a willingness to clear the low growth from the area 

between the car park and the road with a possibility, if RPC is willing, 

for RPC to maintain this area in future. 

The Chairman has yet to inspect the tree markings within the 

woodland which indicate those due to be felled. Post meeting note: 

This has now been completed with a request to ECC to reduce the 

extent of marked tall trees to be removed. 

Request for road names on development south of Rickstones Road 

After detailed discussion, suggestions for the requested four road 

names were agreed as follows: 

Tarecroft – representing the ancient woodland  

Hawkins – in memory of the 19th century Rector of Rivenhall 

Blanchefort - one of the local Templar Knights 

Horseshoe – the site archaeological survey found evidence 

Highway & PRoW matters 

Detailed information had been received from ECC re the procedure 

for requesting a footpath diversion for Footpath 49 and for the 

request to create a new footpath along Church Road, north from the 

Church. 

It was very disappointing to be advised by ECC that it has no budget 

for work of this nature, and so costs may fall back upon the parish 

council or landowner. There will now need to be further consideration 

of how to progress this matter. 

The Chairman has completed an inspection of all streetlights 

within the parish and has reported all those not working to ECC for 

action. 

ECC Highways appears to have completed the remedial works to 

junction of Oak Road and Henry Dixon Road, albeit the half ‘bell’ 
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shaped deflectors seem precarious.  

Henry Dixon Road is to be closed for roadworks later in 

November with access to/from the A12 maintained. 

The A12 potholes have, as predicted, reappeared and this has been 

reported to Highways England by the Chairman yet again - with 

another request for strong, permanent repairs to be made. 

Repairs at the Oak junction are still outstanding. 

General Maintenance 

Notice Board at Village Hall 

The Clerk had obtained two quotations for the repair of the notice 

board. The quote that included repainting and felt to the top was 

unanimously agreed to be accepted. 

CCTV coverage 

The installation is progressing in liaison with BDC. This investment is 

being made by the parish council to gather evidence in support of the 

prosecution of those irresponsible people who continue to fly-tip 

waste in Rivenhall Parish. 

Rickstones Road footway 

Following requests from residents, the Chairman will inspect the 

footway along Rickstones Road, linking with Footpath 1, with a view 

to trimming back the shrubbery in order that the existing streetlights 

can better illuminate the path at night. 

Planning Applications 

19/01947/OUT: Land adjoining Glebe Farm, Rectory Lane - 3 

dwellings 

It was agreed that ‘No Comment’ be raised regarding this 

application. 

UPDATE: 19/01434/DAC – Land south of Rickstones Road. 

Despite renewed requests for all matters relating to this site to be 

available for search on its website under Rivenhall, BDC is still listing 

items under the Witham search. 

The Chairman has commented on the revised lighting proposals in 

relation to protecting dark bat corridors along the boundary 

hedgerows,  as advised by the latest Government guidance. 

Planning Results 

19/01462/OUT: 8 dwellings – Land east of Church Road. 
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Application refused by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 to A120 widening 

The current consultation is open until 1st December 2019. Whilst the 

proposed bypass of Rivenhall End is welcomed, uncertainty remains 

regarding the future use of the existing A12 through Rivenhall End, 

the proximity of the proposed new route to existing dwellings and 

the design of the Witham North and Kelvedon South junctions. 

The Chairman will produce a draft response to this consultation for 

circulation prior to it being forwarded to the appropriate authority. 

BDC Local Plan 

The Planning Inspector will re-open the Examination during January 

2020. 

Bradwell Quarry 

An exhibition to be held on 14th November at Bradwell Village Hall 

relative to further future major quarry extensions. 

Colemans Quarry 

There will be a liaison meeting during December 2019. 

Braintree Local Highways Panel 

The Chairman reported that all of the speed survey requests had 

been rejected but that the Oak Road HGV weight restriction was 

still being considered. 

Information exchange and items for the December agenda 

It was unclear as to the status of the plans for the proposed new 

Chatten Free School along Rickstones Road. The Chairman will 

contact ECC. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 3rd December at Henry Dixon Hall and 7th January 2020 at 

Rivenhall Village Hall, both at 8pm. 

The Budget & Precept meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 11th 

December at Rivenhall Village Hall, starting at 8pm. 

 

 

**************************************** 
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Christmas Recipe from Ann  

MaryBerry Chocolate Roulade 

• 175g (6 oz) plain chocolate, broken into pieces 

• 175g (6 oz) caster sugar 

• 6 eggs, separated 

• 30 ml (2 level tbsp) cocoa, sieved 

• 300ml (10 fl oz) double cream 

Icing sugar 

Method 

• Lightly grease a 33 x 23 cm (13 x 9 inch) Swiss roll tin and line 

with non-stick baking parchment, pushing it into the corners. 

Pre-heat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4. 

• Melt the chocolate slowly in a bowl over a pan of hot water. 

Allow to cool slightly. 

• Measure the sugar and egg yolks into a bowl and whisk with an 

electric whisk on a high speed until light and creamy. Add the 

cooled chocolate and stir until evenly blended. 

• Whisk the egg whites in a large mixing bowl until stiff but not 

dry. Stir a large spoonful of the egg whites into the chocolate 

mixture, mix gently and then fold in the remaining egg whites, 

then the cocoa. Turn into the prepared tin and gently level the 

surface. Bake in the pre-heated oven for about 20 minutes until 

firm to the touch. 

• Remove the cake from the oven, leave in the tin and place a 

cooling rack over the top of the cake. Place a clean damp tea 

towel on top of the rack, and leave for several hours or 

overnight in a cool place, don’t worry it will sink slightly. (If the 

tea towel dries out, simply re-dampen it). 

• Whip the cream until it just holds its shape. Dust a large piece 

of non-stick baking parchment with icing sugar. Turn the 

roulade out on to the paper and peel off the lining paper. 

Spread with the whipped cream and roll up like a Swiss roll, 

starting with one of the short edges, roll tightly to start with 

and use the paper to help. Don’t worry if it cracks – that’s quite 

normal and part of its charm! 
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If you would like to give it a bit of Christmas-Special!  Get a tin of 

black cherry pie filling or some good quality black jam, add a little 

Kirsch or another favourite tot! Spread this over the cream before 

you roll it up!  Dust icing sugar over the top and serve.   

 Happy Christmas – Ann. 

Sky Notes December 2019 
The Winter Solstice this year occurs on December 22nd soon after 

4am, marking the point at which the Sun starts to climb the sky 

again and the hours of daylight begin to draw out. The Sun will be 

less than 15 degrees above the horizon at noon on the Solstice as 

seen from Essex, and less than 10 degrees as seen from the north 

of Scotland. Although in daylight we cannot see them, all of the 

classical planets also happen to be in the same part of the sky as 

the Sun this month. As December progresses, and after the Sun 

has set, it should be possible to view Venus in evening twilight in 

the South West. 

On the early evenings of the 28th and the 29th there will be a fine 

pairing of Venus and the young crescent Moon. Venus will improve 

through the rest of the winter, becoming ever more prominent into 

January and February, eventually moving far enough from the Sun 

to be seen in a dark sky when it will be a spectacular sight, much 

brighter than any other star or planet. The brilliance of Venus 

follows both from its orbit, which can bring it relatively close to the 

Earth, and also because it is shrouded in a thick atmosphere, 

densely covered with highly reflective clouds. Most of the sunlight 

reaching Venus is simply reflected back into space.  

Venus has long been the subject of romantic notions and is named 

after the Roman goddess of love and beauty. Science though has 

unfortunately shattered that image. The swirling reflective clouds 

that give Venus its alluring brightness contain droplets of sulphuric 

acid. At the surface, the atmospheric pressure is approximately the 

same as the pressure on Earth 3000 ft down in the oceans and the 

temperature on the surface of Venus is a roasting 460 degrees C. 

Because it is almost the same size as Earth, Venus is referred to as 

our “sister planet”, but in reality the only planet in the Solar 

System that has conditions where humans could potentially explore 

on the surface and live in protected conditions is Mars.       

Full Moon falls on the night of the 11th/12th which unfortunately 
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means that the best meteor shower of the year, the Geminids, will 

be largely drowned out by moonlight. 

New Moon on the 26th brings an annular eclipse of the Sun, not 

visible from the UK but it will be seen from locations such as the 

south of India and Indonesia. Annular eclipses occur when the 

Moon is too far from the Earth in its elliptical orbit to block out the 

whole of the face of the Sun, leaving a ‘ring of fire’ around the 

lunar silhouette.  

The last 2 weeks of December bring the darkest late evening skies 

of the year with the full array of bright winter constellations on 

view. The mighty constellation of Orion is in the South and at its 

best at around 11pm. All of the stars that form the main outline of 

Orion are hundreds of light years distant, with the central star in 

Orion’s belt being over 1,000 light years away from our Solar 

System. These are all massive, powerful stars. By contrast, nearly 

all of the other bright winter stars in that part of the sky which 

appear to be of similar brightness to those in Orion, are actually 

much closer and so are intrinsically less luminous. For example 

Capella, the brightest star in the constellation of Auriga, and which 

can be seen high up above Orion (almost overhead in the sky), is 

relatively close to us at a distance of 42 light years. So as we look 

at Capella, the light we see left the star in the 1970s. Compare that 

to the light from the star Rigel, at the lower right of the outline of 

Orion, which left that star in the mid C12th. At a distance of over 

800 light years, yet so bright in our skies, Rigel must be 

exceptionally luminous. It is estimated to have an energy output 

equivalent to over 50,000 times that of our Sun.     

Sky Watcher 

CLARE HOPE October 1949—November 2019 

Service of Life 

To all Friends and Church Members 

December 31st 2019  

10am 

Clare Passed away Friday November 22 at Farleigh Hospice 

All her immediate family were with her. 

Much loved by all who knew her 

REST IN PEACE & RISE IN GLORY 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417  
or email ken_hazell@icloud.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 

Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

• Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

• Computer Viruses Removed 

• Operating System Upgrades 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 

Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your  C ailments including  

+ Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

+ Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

+ Internet / Email Set-up & Security  

+ Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

+ Software Faults and Crashes 

+ Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

+ Web Design & Computer Training 

+ Software Installation & Removal 

+ Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

     t e P  Doctor 

Te   01 21  910     0  0 2    01  
Mob 0 990        

Em     
 c  oc  c octoro er t o s co  k 

S r ery T mes     m to    m     ys    eek 
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Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S  LUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General  lumbing 

 

Tel  01376 501577 

Mobile  07973 306693 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TO  ING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUM  GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call  

Tel  01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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Turning the pages of History Research by Tracy Scott 
 

In the December 1972 Parish News magazine, our Rectory then 

Rev. David Nash recalls the registers of past years where he took 

two entries from 1773. 

Jan 4th of that year, a marriage took place between Thomas Sutton 

of St. Mary’s Maldon and Elizabeth Ager, widow of this parish, by A. 

Richardson, Curate, in presence of Samuel Bright and John Moss, 

Witnesses.  Apart from the Curate, the persons involved were, like 

most ordinary folk of the day, obliged to ‘make their mark’ in the 

book as they were unable to write. 

On Christmas Day, under burials we find that The Reverend Samuel 

Harris, Doctor of Divinity. Professor of Modern History at Cambridge 

University and Rector of Rivenhall was buried.  His tombstone is 

underneath the red carpet at the East End of the nave. 

December 1891, Rivenhall and Rivenhall End were surrounded with 

water and was quite impossible for foot passengers to get either to 

Braxted or Kelvedon.  The floods being reported from four to five 

feet deep at places.    Mrs. A. Ruggle Brise of Durwards Hall opened 

a soup kitchen to help those in need during this time. 

Also of this year, saw the death of Mr. John Hutley aged 60. He 

died at home at Rivenhall Hall who had been suffering from dropsy 

and a complication of disorders.  Mr. Hutley, formerly represented 

the parish the Braintree Board of Guardians.   

In 1933 a children’s concert took place in the Church hall of the 

scholars of Rivenhall School.  The children were under the direction 

of Miss E. Chapman, headmistress.  The programme included 

songs, recitation, and country dances.  The preformed two plays: 

‘The Silver Star’ by the infants and ‘The Invisible Crown’ performed 

by the senior boys. 

 

The  Famous  Rivenhall  Races ~ 2019 

 

This was the seventeenth consecutive glorious year of this fund-

raising race night which was held in the village hall on Saturday 

26th October.  Again the village’s Millennium Committee pulled-out 

all the stops and a packed, boisterous grandstand enjoyed a 

wonderful evening of great entertainment, good company and 

much laughter. 
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Chairman Mr Rivenhall ~ alias Roberto Turneroni ~ was Master of 

Ceremonies and ran the evening with great support from his 

committee colleagues.  On the race-card (again amusingly compiled 

by John Macrae) were eight keenly contested horse races; some on 

the flat, some over hurdles, some over jumps.  The punters voices 

loudened as each race progressed to encourage their favoured 

mounts.  During the break a welcoming fish & chip supper was 

enjoyed by all and this was followed by a terrific raffle overseen by 

Carole McCarthy. 

It is traditional to sell the eight horses in the final race which this year 

was titled “Chairman’s Choice Cup” after the Millennium Committee’s 

Chairman Bob Turner.  Successfully out-bidding scores of eager race-

goers, it was co-owners Phil and Mia Little who came out tops.  Their 

stallion overtook the race- leader in the final furlong and romped 

home, earning a very comfortable pre-Christmas bonus.  Curiously, 

Bob incorrectly announced the winning horse as “Peanuts”, much to 

Carole’s dismay, as she far preferred the name quoted on the race-

card!  For further details - see Carole! 

Congratulations must go to Bob Turner and all the Millennium 

Committee who continue to work tirelessly, creatively and 

enthusiastically throughout the year to fund their various free 

Christmas activities and seasonal senior citizen gifts.  Sincere thanks 

to all villagers and friends who happily come along to support these 

much anticipated community events - you are all very big hearted 

and you make truly great company. 

 . . . and, as usual, everyone present received a free gift of one extra 

hour’s lie-in the following morning as the clocks went back that night!  

Finally, many thanks to this year’s sponsors - Vicky and Darrin of 

DRH Landscapes (two races), and to Phil Jarvis and the Rivenhall 

Playing Field Committee.  

------------------------------------------------- 

For details of the Millennium Committee’s free Christmas activities, do 

look for the separate notice in this magazine  . . . . . please note the 

various dates in your diaries and do bring your family and friends 

along.  It is always wonderful to see you. 

 

 

******************************************************* 
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End to End Nature Care. 

After a false start in October our winter schedule of indoor events 

finally got underway with the annual science and nature quiz, 

overseen by quizmaster Andrew Moss. As usual there was an eclectic 

mix of rounds including such themes as guessing the identity of 

animals from their skeletons, matching moons to the planets they 

orbit, identifying seabirds and, as mentioned in previous summaries 

of the quiz, the dreaded “true/false/no answer” round where if you 

decide to answer and you get it wrong you are deucted two points.  

Our thanks are extended to Andrew as always for his efforts in 

compiling the quiz and then controlling us unruly contestants on the 

night.  

Although Christmas is still to come, after the winter solstice on the 

22nd of December the day length starts to increase again, albeit very 

marginally at first, and the countdown to spring begins. With that in 

mind, perhaps you might like to give your local wildlife a Christmas 

present in the form of a bird or bat box. Erecting them in the winter 

means they can become an accepted part of the local landscape, 

particularly for birds who will (hopefully) use them to nest and breed. 

Our group can provide boxes free of charge to local people and 

possibly even assist in erecting them. As well as the usual bat 

roosting boxes and tit boxes we can provide a nest box for just about 

any species likely to want to breed locally, including owls (though we 

do tend to only build those to order and may ask for a contribution 

towards materials). Sparrow terraces (three boxes in one for the 

gregarious house sparrow) are another speciality. If you would a box 

of any description then do get in touch. If we have one in stock then 

you are welcome to it; if we don’t then we will endeavour to make 

one as soon as possible for you.  

The quiz was our last event of the year but we get underway again on 

15th January with a Winter Social evening in Tolleshunt Knights. The 

following month we have a photography evening, so any local 

photographers who take good pictures of natural subjects (and we 

know there are plenty locally) do please feel free to bring along some 

examples of your work on a data stick, SD card or whatever so they 

can be projected onto the screen and you can tell us a bit about 

them. It is always a popular and busy night but new exhibitors will be 

given priority.   

Apart from the winter social, these events are held at the Silver End 

Bowls Club pavilion, Broadway CM8 3RF and there is a charge of £2 
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per head which includes tea and biscuits. We do not have membership 

as such, so anybody can turn up to any event.  To find out more 

please check our website www.e2e.silverend.org or contact Simon by 

email at simon@e2e.silverend.org or phone 01621 810141 or 07947 

388180. 

 
RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 
 
The November Club meeting was held in Rivenhall village hall on 

Tuesday 12th November 2019. Chairman, Mrs Tracy Scott, welcomed 

members and re-presented the Awards from the Annual Show which 

have now been engraved with the winners' names. She announced 

there would be a Sale table each month to raise finds. This would 

replace the Sale/Bring and Buy evening which we have had the last 

couple of years. 

We were pleased to welcome back, Ian Currie, as our speaker for the 

evening. In keeping with the season his subject for the evening was 

Frost, Freezes and Fairs. In Saxon and Norman times there was not a 

lot of ice in the Arctic and people settled in the area. As time went on, 

however, the climate became much colder, more ice formed and began 

to move further south into northern Scotland. There were even 

rumours of polar bears! In 1536 Henry VIII travelled to Greenwich on 

the frozen Thames and in the winter of 1564/65 Elizabeth I enjoyed 

meals in suitable accommodation on the frozen river. In 1608/09 there 

was a huge fair on the Thames and we saw an engraving of 1681 with 

people selling their wares from many stalls, children playing skittles, 

Weds 

15th Ja

n 2020 

  

New Year Social 44 Strawberry Lane, Tolleshunt Knights 

CO5 0RX. 7:30pm for 8pm. All very welcome. Bring nib-

bles and/or drink if you can. The evening will include a 

Weds 

19th Fe

b 2020 

8 pm 

Members photography evening. Projector and screen 

will be available for members to share their natural photo-

graphic highlights from 2019. Silver End Bowls Club pavil-

ion, Broadway, Silver End. £2 per person includes light 

Weds 

18th Ma

rch 

2020 

8 pm 

Peter Walker: “County Maps of Essex post 

1805”. Peter returns to give the more modern half of his 

tale of the mapping of Essex, into which he always works 

a local slant. Silver End Bowls Club pavilion, Broadway, 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
mailto:simon@e2e.silverend.org
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bowls and kicking balls, menageries of animals such as elephants 

and bears and hot food being served. Icemen patrolled to see if the 

ice was safe and were ready with boats to rescue anyone if they had 

fallen into the freezing water. The C17 and C18 became known as 

the Little Ice Age with 1684 being the coldest winter ever recorded. 

Unfortunately the down side of the frozen river was that many 

people were put out of work. Watermen could no longer transport 

goods down stream for storage in London, the Ferrymen were not 

able to carry people from one bank to another thereby losing out on 

fares. Locally men played cricket on the Blackwater at Maldon and 

many people will remember the dreadful winter of 1947 and the 

slightly less dreadful winter of 1963. Mr Currie is very entertaining 

and always has many stories to tell. He edits and writes for the 

Winter Eye and also the Landscape magazine. 

 

COMPETITION RESULTS Horticultural 

1st Don Scott 2nd Maurice Bacon 3rd Cyril Philpott 

 

Domestic 

1st Karen Dakin 2nd Jenny Claydon 3rd Frank Ramsden 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Pat Clark 2nd Susan Donnell 3rd Don Scott 

 

The December meeting will be a Christmas social evening. There is 

no Club Meeting in January. The next meeting in Rivenhall village 

hall will be on Tuesday Ilt' February 2020 at 7.30pm when Brian 

Cradwick will talk about Succulent Plants. Entrance is £2 to include 

refreshment. Competitions are: Horticultural – a bowl of flowering 

bulbs. Domestic -- 3 cup cakes for Valentines Day. Flower of the 

month. Members are reminded that the £5 subscription for 2020 is 

due ( Juniors £1 ). We are a small but friendly club and new 

members and visitors are always welcome. For more details please 

contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 
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T e R ve      M   e    m  omm ttee  
  r stm s Eve ts 2019 

Dates for your diary:- 

The Rivenhall Christmas Tree erected:  Sat 7th Dec 

Carols on Rivenhall Green           Tue 17th Dec  (7:30pm)  

with the Chelmsford Silver Band:  

(If very wet - 7:30 in the Village Hall) 

Get-together in the Village Hall:    Tue 17th  Dec (8:15pm) 

 Free event: pastries, mulled wine, 

 fruit juice, bumper raffle.   

 On stage - the Chelmsford Silver Band.   

The Rivenhall Santa Sleigh:          Sun 22nd Dec  (4 - 8:15pm) 

      (Date may be altered if poor 

weather) 

The Rivenhall Millennium Committee wish you a peaceful Christmas 

and New Year.  We hope you will enjoy our traditional Christmas 

Tree on Rivenhall Green. 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Mon 4th November Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 





Saturday 7th – Silver End Village Christmas Event 
In and around Silver End Village Hall – 6.00 to 8.00pm 

 
Thursday 12th – Christmas Parish Get Together 

Henry Dixon Hall – 7.30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 17th – Carols round the Tree 
On Rivenhall Village Green – 7.30 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 18th – Carols at  

Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club 
7.30 for 8.00 p.m. 

 
Friday 20th  – Carols at  

The Western Arms P.H. Silver End 
7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. 

 
Sunday 22nd  Santa Clause Vists Rivenhall  

4 pm onwards 
 

Looking Forward 

Sunday 5th January 2020 – Epiphany & Christingle Service 

9.30 a.m. St Francis & 11.00 a.m. St Mary’s 

Why not add us on facebook. Just search for: 

'The Parish of Rivenhall and Silver End' 

Parish Events for December 2019 


